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President’s
Message

By Eric Witt

One Member in November 
Ask Someone to Join Today!
 You make an investment 
in the industry that supports 
your interest by paying member-
ship dues to the Home Builders 
Association of West Florida, 
Florida Home Builders Associa-
tion and the National Association 
of Home Builders. Ask yourself this 
question, “How many people do I conduct busi-
ness with who are not members of my HBA? 
Your dues are paying for staff members at the 
local, state and national level who are work-
ing on your behalf, and the non-members are 
benefitting. 
 You have continued to pay your 
membership dues through good and bad times. 
I need your help this November. I am person-
ally asking you to bring in One Member in 
November. Prospective members need to un-
derstand the correlation between their business 
success and the work of their trade organiza-
tion. If they give you the response of, “What’s 
in it for me?” Tell them to just imagine what 
our industry, and your business, would be like 
if home builders associations did not exist. We 
would have no "voice" on local, state and na-
tional laws and regulations that add thousands 
of dollars to our operating costs. 

• If there was no HBA, builders would not have 
the resources to fight unreasonable permit fees, 

or excessive impact fees, or expensive amend-
ments to the statewide building code.

• If there were no HBA, an equitable solution 
would not have been attainable for more densi-
ties for development in the new 2020-2030 re-
write of the Escambia County Comprehensive 
Plan. Without having a good plan, Escambia 
County will not have land available for the 
foreseeable future for development.

• If there was no HBA, land developers would 
not benefit from a state law that prevents en-
vironmental gadflies, competitors and extor-
tionists from filing frivolous lawsuits against 
your development, and you would not be justly 
compensated when a local or state government 
action diminishes the value of your land.

• If there was no HBA, remodelers would not 
have had input to the state rehabilitation code 
and would be limited in their efforts to engage 
in coastal reconstruction and post-disaster 
work.

• If there was no HBA, associate members 
would miss out on hundreds of opportunities 
to promote their products and services to the 
state’s leading builders and developers.

• The HBA’s cornerstone is its governmental 
affairs and legal action programs. The gov-
ernmental affairs committee carefully reviews 

proposed legislation to determine its impact on 
the home building industry. HBA understands 
the need to defeat laws and ordinances that 
would negatively impact our industry.

 Your HBA is deeply devoted to 
improving our community, and creating oppor-
tunities for young people to pursue rewarding 
careers in the construction trades. Membership 
Chair Bill Daniel of Mobile Lumber is working 
hard to make this a success. I am certain you 
know of one company who is not a member 
and help us in our efforts. Thank you for caring 
enough to make a difference. 

2013-2014 Installation and Awards Banquet
President Eric Witt and the 2013 Officers and Directors request the honor of your  

presence to share with them the Changing of the Leadership of the  
Home Builders Association of West Florida.

Don’t miss this opportunity to  

usher in a New Year of Leadership  

as 2014 President Newman Rodgers 

of Newman Rodgers Construction, 

takes the reins of the HBA. Find out who will be  

honored with the Builder and Associate of the Year 

Awards. Also take a glance back at a fantastic year and 

look forward to great achievements in 2013.

WHEN:  Tuesday, December 4, 2013
WHERE:  Hilton Garden Inn, Airport Blvd.
TIME:   Social - 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 am  
  Lunch/Program  - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm  
COST:   $25 per person
DRESS:  Business Attire
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2015 ICC Hearings: 

The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly

 Final actions on more 
than 2,000 proposed code chang-
es for the 2015 editions of the 
International Code Council’s 
International Residential Code 
(IRC), International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC), and 
other I-Codes were decided fol-
lowing nine days of hearings ear-
lier this month in Atlantic City, 
N.J. The National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB) scored some impressive wins 
but also suffered some unfortunate setbacks.

The Good
 The NAHB Construction, Codes and 
Standards staff and builder volunteers provided 
excellent testimony at the hearings, and NAHB 
was successful on 85 percent of the hundreds 
of proposals that the association supported or 
opposed for the 2015 IRC.
 Of particular importance to the home 
building community are five key proposals that 
NAHB fought against to keep building codes 
flexible, cost effective and product-neutral. 
NAHB’s success on these proposals represents 
total construction savings of up to $40,000 per 
house:
 Additional Requirements for Exte-
rior Foam Plastics. A proposal was disap-
proved that would have required all single-
family homes or townhouses with foam plastics 
in the wall or roof system within 10 feet of the 
property line to be protected on both the inte-
rior and the exterior by a thermal barrier. It also 
prohibited the use of any siding that includes 
foam insulation as a backer product.
 Had this proposal been approved, it 
would have required builders to sheath the en-
tire exterior of their homes in a layer of drywall 
or wood sheathing, or maintain a distance of 10 
feet from all property lines. In some cases, this 
could have resulted in an additional cost of up 
to $20,000 per home.
 Additional Stairs and Ramps. A 
proposal that would have required all single-
family homes and townhouses with multiple 
levels to have a stair or ramp within 50 feet of 
any habitable portion of the home was disap-
proved. The 2012 IRC requires a single stair-
way or ramp to connect all habitable levels. If 
approved, the proposal could have cost builders 
anywhere from $10,000 to $15,000 per home.
 Residential Accessibility. A propos-

al was disapproved that would have required all 
one- and two-family homes to be designed so 
people with disabilities could enter unassisted, 
have a zero-clearance entrance, 
an elevator or lift, an 
accessible bathroom, 
bedroom and (if 
on the acces-
sible level) 
a kitchen 
with 40 
inches of 
clear floor 
space at 
all coun-
ters. If 
approved, 
the cost of 
compli-
ance 
would have 
been $2,000 
to $3,000 per 
house.
 Wood Deck 
General Provisions. Ex-
panded provisions for constructing 
wood decks were approved in Atlantic City. 
Among provisions that were considered but 
were ultimately disapproved were guard post, 
stair stringer and lateral connection require-
ments that would have added at least $300 in 
additional hardware costs. Also, provisions that 
could have led to engineering being required 
for decks were limited in scope or defeated, 
saving approximately $1,000 in engineering 
design costs per home.
 Foundation Walls in Flood Zones. 
A proposal that would have required reinforced 
short stem walls in riverine flood zones (FEMA 
Zone A) was disapproved. Cost savings are in 
the range of $300 to $1,000 per house, depend-
ing on height and total length of walls.
 “The staff members from the NAHB 
Construction, Codes and Standards Department 
fought day in and day out on behalf of every-
one in the residential construction industry,” 
said Lee Schwartz, vice president of govern-
ment affairs for the HBA of Michigan. “It’s 
not just the ICC hearings where these unsung 
warriors do battle; it’s at the NFPA, ASHRAE, 
ASTM, NFRC, ANSI and IAPMO committee 
meetings and hearings as well. Without their 
hard work and support, Michigan would not 
have won the code victories that we achieved in 
our state.”

The Bad
 While NAHB posted resounding 
victories for the 2015 edition of the IRC, only 

about 60 percent of the changes proposed 
in favor of cost-effective, energy-

efficient new homes were 
approved for the 2015 

IECC.
 Key proposals to 
restore mechanical 
equipment trade-
offs, and to provide 
trade-offs for build-
ing tightness and 
window area, were 
soundly defeated 
despite testimony 

from dozens of build-
ers, NAHB staff and 

building officials.
 “To date, six 

states have adopted the 
2012 IECC and only one 

state has adopted it without re-
duced stringency,” said Pennsyl-

vania home builder Frank Thompson. 
“Clearly there is a disconnect between the 

model codes and what jurisdictions are willing 
to adopt.”
 “We need to be able to determine 
what is the best alternative for our customers,” 
added Michigan home builder Don Pratt, who 
also serves as chairman of the NAHB Con-
struction, Codes and Standards Committee.

The Ugly
 Trade-offs are energy-neutral by 
definition and allow builders and their custom-
ers to make choices based on affordability, 
marketability, or just plain personal preference. 
Unfortunately, there was concerted effort by 
opponents of home builders to maintain the 
reduced flexibility of the 2012 IECC and man-
date that builders meet the stringent require-
ment of the energy code without exception.
 For instance, another energy-neutral 
proposal to allow a builder to get credit in the 
performance path of the code when installing 
solar panels was disapproved, with opponents 
arguing that builders could possibly skimp on 
insulation to save money.
 The idea that a builder or home 
owner would spend tens of thousands of dol-

more Good, Bad and Ugly. page 7
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lars on photovoltaic panels to save money 
on electricity costs and not appropriately 
insulate is simply ludicrous.
 Common-sense proposals to 
improve the flexibility, cost-effectiveness 
and product neutrality of the energy codes 
were too often thwarted by a coalition of 
energy-efficiency advocates funded by those 
businesses with the most to gain from more 
stringent codes.
 Product manufacturers also sent 
representatives to the hearings as well, and 
some of them gleefully admitted that the 
results would enable them to sell more insu-
lation, windows or other products. These ad-
vocates – many of whom have never even set 

foot on a job site or know anything about how 
a home is actually built – talked in the abstract 
and called these code proposals “rollbacks.”
 Despite the best efforts of NAHB 
staff, home builders from across the nation 
who volunteered their time, and building of-
ficials who attended the hearings, they were 
ultimately unable to compete with those who 
fought against cost-effective and sensible code 
proposals.
 Too many building officials did not 
have the funds or time to come to Atlantic City 
on a weekend to vote in favor of energy code 
changes that were necessary, practical and 
cost-effective. Consequently, eligible voters 
not involved with code enforcement influenced 

many of the critical proposals that were 
meant to fix the broken 2012 IECC.
 Despite these setbacks, NAHB 
was still able to hold its own as the 2015 
residential energy requirements will not 
be more stringent than the 2012 and could 
actually turn out to be a bit less stringent.
 Moreover, adoption of the 2012 
IECC is facing unprecedented resistance at 
the local level. State and local jurisdictions 
adopt building codes, and performance 
matters. Building officials from across the 
nation are unlikely to implement the 2015 
IECC without significant amendments 
because it is too difficult to put into practice 
and too expensive to use.

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

Lieberman, Hall Take 
FHBA Reins
 Builder Ron Lieberman of Lecanto 
and building supplier Cindy Hall of Jensen 
Beach were installed as the 2013-2014 Presi-
dent and Second Vice President, respectively, of 
the Florida Home Builders Association last Sat-
urday during the FHBA Annual Fall Leadership 
Conference in Tampa. Lieberman and Hall (of 
Cobble Systems, Inc.) are joined on the Senior 
Officers team by First Vice President/Treasurer 
Jerry Linder of St. Augustine, Secretary Ray 
Puzzitiello of West Palm Beach, and Third 
Vice President Paul Iandoli of Orlando, along 
with Past President Suzanne Graham of Port 
Charlotte and Past Second VP Patty Wedge-
Ludwig of Bonita Springs. “Ron (Lieberman) 
doesn’t try to act like the smartest person in the 
room… but I’ll put him up against anyone in 
terms of his knowledge of our business,” said 
FHBA Past President Al Zichella of Naples. 
“And his loyalty to FHBA, his concern for the 
members, and his passion to do a great job as 
President are off the charts.” Hall’s leadership 
skills are also highly regarded. “What you get 

with Cindy is someone who’s really smart and 
really focused,” says engineer George Cooper, 
like Cindy a member of the Treasure Coast 
Builders Association (TCBA). “I see first-hand 
the great work she does for TBCA and have no 
doubt she’ll make an impact as FHBA’s No. 1 
associate leader.”

Gov. Scott Hails  
Housing Rebound
 Speaking at the FHBA Fall Leader-
ship Conference last week in Tampa, Florida 
Governor Rick Scott predicted that the state’s 
housing industry would continue to rebound 
and fuel job-creation in the state. “Starts are 
up. Prices are up. We have added more than 
350,000 private-sector jobs since I was elected 
in 2010,” said Scott. “We’ve eliminated more 
than 2,800 regulations, including the entire 
Department of Community Affairs. Enterprise 
Florida has 350 projects that could translates 
into more businesses expanding or relocating 
to Florida.” Scott this year proposed partial 
funding of the Sadowski Affordable Housing 
Act but the Legislature swept all the funds into 
general revenue. Scott has appointed numer-
ous FHBA members to key positions, includ-
ing Past President Len Tylka of West Palm 
Beach as Chair of the Florida Housing Finance 
Corporation and four members of the Florida 
Building Commission: Chairman Dick Browdy, 
Jacksonville; and members Jay Carlson, Punta 
Gorda; Tom Franz, Melbourne; and Drew 
Smith, Sarasota. 

FHBA Elects New  
Area Builder VPs
 The Florida Home Builders As-
sociation Board of Directors elected seven 
new Area Builder Vice Presidents at last 
week’s meeting in Tampa. They are Area I: 
Karen Koelemij, Tallahassee; Area II: Michael 
Bourre’, Northeast Florida (repeating); Area 
III: Bill Wilburth, Lake-Sumter; Area IV: Jason 
Stanley, Brevard; Area V: Bill Paul, Hernando; 
Area VI: Drew Smith, Manatee-Sarasota; 
Area VII: Richard Horton, Florida Atlantic 
(repeating). The Builder VPs are joined on the 
FHBA Executive Committee by Associate VPs 
completing the second year of their two-year 
terms in 2014: Area I, David Perkins, Talla-
hassee; Area II Arlene Stewart, North Central 
Florida; Area III Shelley Stewart, Volusia; Area 
IV: Natasha Cartagena-Spencer, Brevard; Area 
V, Pat Spalding, Polk; Area VI, Jenny Malone, 
Collier; Area VII, George Buranosky, Florida 
Atlantic. The Board also elected three Life 
Directors: Jim Painter, North Central Florida; 
Richard Horton, Florida Atlantic; and Ken 
Ringe, Treasure Coast. 

from page 6
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HBA
Council
News

Auxiliary Council Raises Over 
$10,000 at October’s Membership 
Meeting at Gene’s Floor Covering
 The October general membership meeting was held on Tues-
day, October 15th at Gene’s Floor Covering. Over 200 guests attended and 
enjoyed the Sluder Family (Gary, Cindy, Kevin and Kyle) cooking. Over 50 items were up for 
the highest bidder in the Annual Auxiliary Council Silent Auction. The proceeds from the event 
enable the Auxiliary to support various causes in our local community throughout the year includ-
ing; Lakeview Group Foster Home and Gulf Coast Kids House.
 The HBA Women’s Auxiliary Council would like to thank all of those that participated 
in their annual Auction and Angel Tree. Without your support this event would not be possible.  

Right: The Auxiliary Council, from left bot-
tom: Brenda Calkins, (standing) Angie Coo-
per, of Gulf Power Company, Wilma Shortall 
of Primary Residential Mortgage; Auxiliary 
President Linda Salter of Surety Land Title; 
Kim Cheney of Mathis Electric Supply; Deb 
Harrell of Keller Williams Realty; Towana 
Henry of Kelly Williams Realty; Janice Ter-
rell of Pensacola Energy and (sitting) Alecia 
Overman of the Home Builders Association. 

Left: From left, Kevin, 
Cindy, Gary and Kyle 
Sluder worked very hard 
to make the event a 
tremendous success. 

Kay’s Prestige Kitchen

From Left, Gulf Power’s Angela Carter  
with Ron Tuttle and Lorraine Horan of  
Bennat Homes.   
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More Auxiliary Council Photos

The Adams Homes crew. Jack and Miller McCombs

Eric Witt Family. Mobil Lumber group.

Pensacola Energy will provide an installed  
tankless water heater for the November 
HBA 2013 membership drive based on the 
below criteria:

1. The new member (builder or associate) 
must join HBA during the month of  
November 2013.

2. The installed tankless water heater is only 
available in Pensacola Energy’s service area 
(Escambia County excluding Century and 
Pensacola Beach) and natural gas must be 
available to the home or business. (Note: one 
unit per new member home or business)

3. The new member installed tankless water 
heater incentive will expire on September  
30, 2014.

4. Any applicable Pensacola Energy rebates 
will not apply to this promotion.

5. HBA will provide Pensacola Energy  
with the November new member information 
to verify eligibility and to arrange for  
installation.

This offer is for normal installations 
only and excludes installations requiring 
excessive piping or venting, demolition, 
reconstruction and any other unusual  
conditions as defined by Pensacola Energy.

Pensacola Energy contact information:
Jill Grove, Marketing Manager | 850-474-5318 | jgrove@cityofpensacola.

com

Pensacola Energy HBA November  
Membership Drive Incentive
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Below: The Green 
Building Council met 
at Pensacola Energy 
on September 25th. 
The program discussed 
Wet Heat Solutions 
from Rinnai. The 
event was well at-
tended.

Above: The Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee met with representatives from 
the Emerald Coast Utilities Authority 
regarding the expense of lift stations and 
the timeliness of reviews. From left, HBA 
Governmental Affairs Vice Chair Steve 
Geci with ECUA’s Bill Johnson.

 Compass Solar Energy, Inc.

 Coastal Insulation

 Doug Whitfield Residential Designer, Inc.

 Gateway Lighting and Design

 Glenn H. Lubel, LLC

 Gulf Breeze Natural Gas

 Gulf Power

 Habitat for Humanity - ReStore

 Hattaway Home Design

 Johnson Construction of Pensacola, Inc.
www.GBCPensacola.com 20

13
 M

EM
B
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S

 Keller Williams Realty

 Lennox Industries

 Mathes Electric Supply

 Pensacola Energy

 Rock Solid Surfaces LLC

 Today’s Homes of Northwest FL

 Waste Management Of NWFL

 The Green Building Council, led by Chair 
Natasha Reynolds, of Pensacola Energy, would like 
to thank its current members. The Green Building 
Council is the leading source for Green Building 
programs and networking. If you are not a Green 
Building Council member, please join today by 
contacting the HBA at 476-0318.
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Feature
Story

Housing Recovery Picks 
Up Steam Despite  

Persistent Headwinds
 With home prices and 
household formations rising and 
household balance sheets healing, 
the ongoing housing recovery is 
expected to gain momentum next 
year even as several challenges remain, 
according to economists who participated in 
yesterday’s National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB) Fall 2013 Construction Fore-
cast Webinar.
 “The cards are in play for a decent 
and fairly strong recovery in 2014 and particu-
larly in 2015,” said NAHB Chief Economist 
David Crowe. “From the standpoint of GDP 
growth, housing has been a plus, growing at 
two, three and four times the rate of the rest of 
the economy in recent quarters.”
 Helping to spur the housing rebound 
was a double-digit increase in home prices over 
the past year, driven in part by tight inventories 
of new and existing homes for sale and gradual 
gains in employment.
 “We expect to see price increases 
moderate in the next few years as we see ad-
ditional inventory on the market and investors 
back away as the bargains disappear,” said 
Crowe.
 Another bright spot is rising house-
hold formations that were delayed during the 
downturn as college graduates and young 
professionals were forced to move back in with 
their parents or double up as roommates. At the 
height of the housing boom, the U.S. was pro-
ducing 1.4 million additional households every 
year. That figure plunged to 500,000 during the 
depth of the recession and today is now back 
up to 700,000.
 Meanwhile, households across the 
nation have been increasing their savings and 
shedding debt. “They’ve corrected a lot of ex-
cesses and feel more comfortable about moving 
forward,” Crowe said, noting that the Univer-
sity of Michigan Consumer Sentiment Index 
shows that the percentage of consumers who 
believe that now is a good time to buy a house 
is back up to levels last seen near the housing 
boom.
 However, Crowe cited several head-
winds that are impeding the recovery. 
 “Credit conditions are much tighter 
now, builders are increasingly facing labor 
shortages, lot supplies are tight, building mate-
rial prices are rising, and inaccurate appraisals 

are hurting home sales” he said. 
 “You can’t charge more than you 
can get an appraisal for,” Crowe added. “Even 
though we are seeing price increases in labor, 
land and materials, 36 percent of builder re-
cently said they had lost at least one sale  
over appraisals coming in below the cost of 
production.”

A Solid Outlook 
 NAHB is forecasting 924,000 total 
housing starts in 2013, up 18 percent from 
783,000 units last year.
 Single-family production is expected 
to rise 17 percent this year to 629,000 units, 
jump an additional 31 percent next year to 
826,000 and surpass the 1 million mark in 
2015.
 NAHB is projecting that multifam-
ily starts will increase 20 percent in 2013 to 
296,000 units and rise an additional 10 percent 
to 326,000 units next year, which Crowe 
characterized as a normal level of multifamily 
production.
 Meanwhile, residential remodeling 
has returned to previously normal levels of the 
early 2000s and remodeling activity is expected 
to register a modest gain this year over 2012.
 “Our Remodeling Market Index 
has been above 50 for three of the last four 
quarters, indicating that remodelers feel things 
are going better,” said Crowe. “Remodeling did 
not fall as much, so it does not have as much 
ground to make up.”

Dodging a Bullet
 Regarding the uncertainties emanat-
ing out of Washington over the government 
shutdown and the impending Oct. 17 deadline 
when the government will run out of cash to 
pay its bills, Mark Zandi, chief economist at 
Moody’s Analytics, expressed optimism that 
Congress will move quickly to resolve these 
critical issues.
 “I truly anticipate that lawmakers 
will get it together, but that is definitely a chal-
lenge to my economic outlook,” said Zandi. “If 
policymakers can’t get it together by Oct. 17, 
we’re toast, and I think we are going into reces-
sion.”
 Assuming the government meets 
these challenges, Zandi cited three reasons 
for optimism moving forward. First, the fiscal 
drag that is weighing heavily on the economy 

in the form of tax increases and government 
spending cuts that are now being implemented 
will continue to fade in the coming years. This 
fiscal drag will shave 1.5 percent off of GDP 
growth this year, about 0.7 percent next year 
and gradually fall to zero by 2016, he said.
 Second, Zandi noted that the “private 
economy has done a marvelous job of reducing 
leverage and getting their balance sheets in 
order. American companies are in very good 
shape and they will do well going forward, 
with continued strong export growth.
 That will be a strong source of eco-
nomic growth for a long time to come.”
 Finally, Zandi said that demographics 
make a compelling argument for a strengthen-
ing housing market. 
 “In the current housing market, sup-
ply is running around 950,000 annual units,” 
he said. “In a normal economy, we should be 
producing 1.7 million units. That’s a big dif-
ference. We’ve already made a lot of progress 
in working off excess inventory. We won’t get 
housing construction up to 1.7 million quickly. 
The big problem in the next five years won’t be 
too much housing, but too little housing.” 

All Markets Are Local
 Looking beneath the national 
numbers, Robert Denk, NAHB’s assistant vice 
president for forecasting and analysis, noted 
a range of conditions across the country and 
differences among the states in the amount of 
distress suffered during the recession and the 
headway that is being made in recovery.
 Housing nationwide bottomed out at 
an average of 27 percent of normal production 
in early 2009.
 The hardest hit states where produc-
tion soared to unsustainable levels during the 
boom years -- California, Nevada, Arizona 
and Florida -- bottomed out at 10 percent to 
20 percent of normal when the housing bubble 
burst. In sharp contrast, better states that did 
not experience a huge production run up during 
the boom declined to 50 percent of normal 
production.
 “We’ve now gotten past the point 
where we are digging out of holes and repair-
ing the carnage of the housing markets,” said 
Denk. “It’s no longer about the boom and the 
bust. Now it’s about the underlying [state and 

more Housing Recovery. page 16



Home Builders Association of West Florida • November 201316

NAHB
News

regional] economies and how that is sup-
porting the housing recovery.” 
 For example, while Texas and 
Florida have roughly the same number of 
mortgages, Florida had nearly five times as 
many foreclosures during the height of the 
downturn and today has less than double.
 Now that housing has entered 
a new stage in the healing process, local 
economic conditions are dictating the pace 
of recovery.

 “That’s why the bubble states are no 
longer in the bottom tier and have moved ahead 
of the industrial Midwest,” he said.
 The gradual and steady housing 
recovery now underway across the land will 
bring nationwide housing starts to 71 percent 
of normal by the fourth quarter of next year and 
93 percent of normal by the end of 2015, Denk 
said.
 Leading the way will be oil and 
gas producing states Texas, Oklahoma, North 

Dakota, Louisiana, Wyoming and Montana; 
and Iowa, supported by agricultural com-
modities.
In another way of looking at the long road 
back to normal, by the end of 2015 the top 
20 percent of states will be back to normal 
production levels, compared to the bottom 
20 percent, which will still be below 84 
percent.

Housing Recovery Picks Up Steam Despite Persistent Headwinds
from page 15

U.S. Supreme Court Accepts 
NAHB Petition to Hear 
Greenhouse Gas Case 
 The U.S. Supreme Court on Oct. 15 
agreed to hear a petition brought by NAHB 
and other organizations that would determine 
whether the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has the authority under the Clean Air 
Act to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from 
stationary sources that could include everything 
from factories, refineries and power plants to 
apartment and commercial buildings.
 "Because of the way EPA has 
interpreted the statute, many NAHB mem-
bers could be forced to obtain an expensive 
pre-construction permit for greenhouse gas 
emissions, which would bring most multifam-
ily and mixed use development to a standstill," 
NAHB Chairman Rick Judson said in a press 
statement. "Some single-family and potentially 
even master-planned community development 
could also be affected," he said.
 Based largely on EPA’s own esti-
mates, the cost of the permit alone could be 
about $60,000 per multifamily property, with 
costs due to delays averaging about $40,000 
across all building sizes. For a property with 50 
or more apartments, costs due to delays could 
reach up to $200,000.
 The permit cost is fixed, while the 
delay costs vary depending on the building 
size, measured by number of units.
 NAHB is part of a coalition that 
includes the American Chemistry Council, 
American Petroleum Institute, National As-

sociation of Manufacturers, American Fuel 
and Petrochemical Manufacturers and National 
Oilseed Processors Association. Briefing in this 
case, American Chemistry Council (ACC), et 
al. v. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
will take place during the fall and winter. The 
oral arguments will be held in February 2014, 
and a decision is expected in late spring 2014.
For more information, email Amy Chai at 
NAHB or call her at 800-368-5242 x8232.

NAHB and Lawmakers  
Urge FHFA Not to  
Lower Loan Limits
 NAHB has sent a letter to Edward 
DeMarco, acting director of the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) urging him 
to refrain from taking any action that would 
reduce the maximum loan amount that Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac can purchase. “NAHB 
believes FHFA would be exceeding its author-
ity as conservator to mandate lower conform-
ing loan limits without explicit direction from 
Congress,” the NAHB letter said. “Further, 
NAHB believes that a reduction in loan limits 
would stifle the recovery in the housing market 
at a critical time.” NAHB also joined with 14 
other organizations in sending a joint letter to 
DeMarco that delivered a similar message.
 Meanwhile, a bipartisan group of 66 
House members also called on the FHFA acting 
director to drop any plans to reduce the maxi-
mum loan limits for Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac. The lawmakers sent a letter to DeMarco 
using the acting director’s own words to sug-
gest he does not have the authority to act on his 
own to reduce the conforming loan limits. “I 
don’t intend to act unilaterally in lowering the 
loan limit because the Congress of the United 
States has been so actively and repeatedly in-
volved in adjusting the conforming loan limit,” 
DeMarco said during a 2011 congressional 
hearing. Lawmakers responded thusly in their 

letter: “We could not agree more.”
 For more information email  
Becky Froass at NAHB or call her at  
800-368-5242 x8529.

EPA Won’t Move Forward on 
Accurate Lead Paint  
Test Kits
 The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has confirmed that it has no 
plans to sponsor studies of new, more accurate 
kits designed to test for the presence of lead 
paint in homes before remodeling projects can 
begin.
 After a group of remodelers and 
builders met with EPA leaders during the 
NAHB Spring Board of Directors meeting, 
the agency sent a letter to NAHB stating that 
it has “no plans or resources” to look for more 
accurate testing methods, even though test kits 
currently recognized by the EPA have false 
positive rates ranging from 22.5% to 84%.
 Absent a reliable test kit, remodelers 
or their clients must pay for more expensive 
testing methods or presume the presence of 
lead and use lead-safe work practices dur-
ing the remodeling job if the home was built 
before 1978. Lead-safe certified remodelers 
told EPA that the lack of an inexpensive kit is 
forcing them to lose work to uncertified and 
fly-by-night operators who won’t tack on the 
additional charges.
 NAHB continues its efforts on Capi-
tol Hill to press EPA to restore the opt-out pro-
vision, especially in the absence of a reliable 
test kit.
 Lead paint resources for remodelers 
and consumers are available at nahb.org/lead-
paint.
 For additional information, email 
Nissa Hiatt at NAHB or call her at 800-368-
5242 x8451.
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Don’t Limit GSE’s  
Multifamily Activities, 
NAHB Tells FHFA
 Leading up to a Senate Banking 
Committee hearing on Oct. 9 regarding the fu-
ture of the multifamily housing finance system, 
NAHB on Oct. 4 sent a letter to the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) urging it to 
permit the government sponsored enterprises 
(GSEs) Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to retain 
their ability to provide broad liquidity in the 
market. “Targeted restrictions on loan terms, 
product lines and business activities will only 
constrain liquidity,” the NAHB letter said. 
“Such disruptions in the market have the poten-
tial to slow down the job creation and monetary 
contributions to the economy that are currently 
fueled by multifamily construction. NAHB 
urges FHFA not to take unwarranted actions 
that will result in damage to the multifamily 
market now and in the future.”
 In a separate action, NAHB joined 
a coalition of 13 other real estate and bank-
ing groups to send a joint letter to the FHFA 
urging the agency not to limit the multifamily 
activities of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac at 

this time. “Potential reductions and uncertainty 
to the market could have negative impacts on 
rental housing at a time when demographic 
data suggest a greater need for workforce rental 
housing, particularly for low- and moderate-in-
come households,” the joint letter said. “FHFA, 
in our view, should refrain from intervention 
where market forces are naturally reducing 
the footprint of the GSEs in the multifamily 
market.”
 For more information, email Claudia 
Kedda at NAHB or call her at 800-368-5242 
x8352.

NAHB Submits Comments to 
EPA on Proposed Formalde-
hyde Rule
 NAHB has submitted formal com-
ments to the Environmental Agency (EPA) 
regarding a proposed rule by the agency that 
would set emission standards for composite 
wood products, including kitchen cabinets, that 
contain formaldehyde. The proposed rule needs 

clarification because it puts reporting and re-
cordkeeping responsibilities on home builders 
and remodelers as retailers of these cabinets, 
NAHB said.
 EPA’s rule says that home builders 
and remodelers are exempt from the require-
ments so long as no “major modifications” are 
made to the cabinets, but the agency does not 
clarify what constitutes a major modification.
 “EPA’s proposed rule is over broad 
and should not include home builders within 
its defined terms or applications because they 
are not traditional manufacturers of composite 
wood products,” NAHB said.
 For additional information, contact 
Tabby Waqar at 800-368-5242 x 8327.

2014 International Builders’ Show  
Registration Opens

New Co-located Megashow to be Nation’s Largest  
Gathering of Construction and Design Professionals 

 The National Associa-
tion of Home Builders (NAHB) 
officially opened online regis-
tration this week for the 2014 
NAHB International Build-
ers’ Show® (IBS), the larg-
est annual light construction 
tradeshow in the world. The 2014 
megashow, to be held in Las Vegas, Feb. 
4-6, is part of the first Design & Construc-
tion Week,™ a co-location with the Kitchen 
and Bath Industry Show (KBIS), hosted by 
the National Kitchen and Bath Association 
(NKBA). 
 With more than 70,000 anticipated 
attendees, 1,500 exhibitors and 600,000+ net 
square feet of exhibits, this new megaevent 
is the largest annual gathering of residential 
construction and design professionals. While 
the shows will remain separate and distinct, 
all registrants will have access to the exhibits 
of both IBS and KBIS as well as the exhibits 
of a third show, the International Window 
Coverings Expo.  

 “Design & Construction Week is 
already generating a lot of excitement,” said 
NAHB Chairman Rick Judson, a home builder 
from Charlotte, N.C. “Now more than ever, 
industry professionals can find everything they 
need under one roof from an expansive exhibit 
floor with the top products to comprehensive 
education programs, networking opportunities 
and special events. Attendees will not want to 
miss this one-of-a-kind event.”
 During September, IBS registrants 
can take advantage of several discounts and 
incentives, including: 

• Free Expo Pass for all NAHB members or a 
$100 discount for NAHB members on early 
full conference registration, which includes ac-
cess to 100+ education sessions in addition to 
the expo floors of all three shows.

• A $50 Expo Pass for nonmembers (normally 
$100), or save $100 off the early full registra-
tion fee of $475.

• Free spouse registration for NAHB members 
and nonmembers. Beginning Oct. 1, the price 
will jump to $20.

 Show attendees will have the 
opportunity to learn new techniques and 
explore emerging trends in the more than 
100 education sessions offered throughout 
IBS. The combined show floor will feature 
1,500 of the industry’s top manufacturers 
and suppliers showcasing the latest and 
most innovative products. Additional spe-
cial events, speakers, awards competitions 
and networking opportunities are among the 
other major highlights for attendees.
 Another of the many draws of 
IBS is The New American Home® (TNAH) 
2014, a one-of-a-kind green show home 
that is being built in a nearby neighborhood 
and will be open to attendees to tour during 
IBS. The state-of-the-art home incorporates 
builders’ best practices in energy efficiency, 
indoor-air quality, safety, convenience and 
aesthetics.
 The NAHB International Build-
ers’ Show is not open to the general public. 
Building industry professionals and their 
affiliates are invited to register by visiting 
the show’s website at www.buildersshow.
com. 
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The Executive Committee,  
Board of Directors and Staff of the 

HBA of West Florida, wishes 
members and their families a  

Happy Thanksgiving!

HBA
News

If you do business with 
or know anyone in the  

“Time To Renew”
 section, please give them 
a call and reinforce the 
value of membership  

as well as the importance 
of Members Doing 

Business with  
Members. 

Auxiliary Council 
Meet Quarterly

Custom Builders Council  
Meet Quarterly

Green Building Council 
Meet on the last Wednesday  

of each month.

Membership Committee
Meet on the 3rd Wednesday  

of each month.

Remodelor’s Council
Meet on the 1st Thursday  

of each month.

Board of Directors
Meet on the 3rd Tuesday  

of each month.

Get Involved  
in HBA 

Councils &  
Committees!

NEXT CORNERSTONE ISSUE 

December 2013
To advertise, contact Richard Nicholson 

561.843.5857 | rknichent@aol.com
rknicholson.com
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Builder & Developer Members
Acorn Fine Homes

D. R. Horton, Inc.

Eddie Bryan Builders, Inc.

J. Chandler, General Contractor, Inc.

Mack Custom Homes, LLC

Parris Construction Company, LLC

Associate Members
A-1 Hurricane Fence

Appleyard Agency, Inc.

Boutwell’s Air Masters, Inc.

Gulf Breeze Natural Gas

Merritt Glass Company, Inc.

SunTrust Mortgage, Inc.

THANKS FOR RENEWING!

Membership
NewsAssociate Members

No New Members to Report

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Builder & Developer Members
No New Members to Report

1. They support the industry at 
the local, state and national 
levels.
2. They volunteer time, talent 
and treasure to help the asso-
ciation accomplish its goals.
3. They recruit their  
colleagues and business  
contacts to become members.
4. They serve on committees 
and councils gaining valuable 
networking opportunity while 
helping to advance the  
association’s mission.
5. By doing so, you increase 
the value proposition for all 
membership in our HBA.
6. They are strong supporters 
of local and state PACs and 
BUILD-PAC.
7. They are a major source of 
non-dues revenue through  
sponsorships, advertising, 
etc.
8. As industry partners, they 
are a valuable resource for 
business and management tips.
9. They are heavily invested in 
your business success:  
You win, they win!
10. Why wouldn’t you do busi-
ness with a member?

Top 10 Reasons 
to Do Business 
with an Active 
Associate  
Member

2013-2014 Installation and 
Awards Banquet

President Eric Witt and the 2013 Officers and Directors request 
the honor of your presence to share with them the Changing of the 
Leadership of the Home Builders Association of West Florida.
Don’t miss this opportunity to  
usher in a New Year of Leadership  
as 2014 President Newman Rodgers of 
Newman Rodgers Construction, takes 
the reins of the HBA. Find out who will 
be honored with the Builder and As-
sociate of the Year Awards.  Also take a 
glance back at a fantastic year and look 
forward to great achievements in 2013.

WHEN:  Tuesday, December 4, 2013

WHERE: Hilton Garden Inn,  
   Airport Blvd.

TIME: Social - 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 am 
Lunch/Program  - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm  

COST: $25 per person

DRESS: Business Attire

Architectural Concrete Designs, LLC

Cantonment Building Materials, Inc.

Containers, Inc.

Ellzey Construction Co., Inc.

Flemming Builders, Inc.

Gulf Power

Habitat for Humanity  - Pensacola

Logan Insurance Agency, Inc.

Omega Construction & Design, Inc.

Regions Mortgage / Regions Bank

Roads, Inc.

Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & Gund

Shows Construction, Inc

Underwood-Anderson & Associates, Inc.

TIME TO RENEW
December 2013 Renewals (Re-
newal invoice to be mailed 3rd week  
of November)
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Advertiser’s
Index Anchor Pest Control   12

850.435.7696
ginger@anchorpestcontrol.com     
www.AnchorPestControl.com 

Bonded Builders Home Warranty  9
800.749.0381, ext. 800
www.bondedbuilders.com  

Containers, Inc.    23
850.471.2964
tim@containersincorporated.com
www.containersincorporated.com

Emerald Coast Building Materials 14
850.471.6291, Office
850.259.7756, Cell
www.ecbmfl.com
bill@ecbmfl.com

Florida Home Builders Insurance  13
888.513.1222
www.fhbi.com

Glenn Lubel, e-PRO Green Realtor 23
850.677.8040, Office
850.572.5575, Cell
glenn@glennlubel.com
www.GlennLubel.com

Gulf Power   Back Cover
877.655.4001
850.505.5338
www.GulfPower.com

Norbord     11
www.NORBORD.COM/NA

Pensacola Energy      2
850.436.5050   
www.espnaturalgas.com

RKN Publishing & Marketing  23
561.843.5857
rknichent@aol.com
www.rknicholson.com

Tubs & More    13
954.423.2250
800.991.2284
doug@dougstubs.com
www,dougstubs.com

warren wight creative services  14
407.920.1478
www.warrenworld.com

Advertiser’s Index
William “Billy” Moore 126
Don Suarez  117
Dan Gilmore  113.5
Oliver Gore  111.5

Green Spike  50 Credits
Ricky Wiggins  93 
Ron Tuttle  86
Doug Sprague  83
David Holcomb  77
John Harold  76
Kenneth Ellzey, Sr.  64.5 
Wayne Underwood  58.5
Millie Carpenter  56.5
Chris Pate  55.5
Kevin L. Ward  55.5 
Bob Price, Jr.  53

Life Spike  25 Credits
West Calhoun  48.5
Thomas Westerheim 44.5
Wilma Shortall  43.5
Eddie Zarahn  40
Darrell Gooden  37
Russ Parris  36
Newman Rodgers IV 35
Garrett Walton  28.5
John Hattaway  27

Blue Spike   6 Credits
Doug Whitfield  23 
James Dillaha  21.5
Doug Herrick  18.5
Keith Swilley  18.5
Ed Wonders  18 
Steve Moorehead  16
Bill Daniel  16
Todd Stafford  14.5
Brent Woody  13
Luke Shows  13 
Dean Williams  10.5
Towana (Rudd) Henry 10
Larry Hunter  10  
Bernie Mostoller  9 
Doug Henry  8
Beth Shoemaker   7

If you would  
like to join the 

Spike Club  
or Desire  

Additional  
Information, 

please contact  
Alecia Overman 

(850) 476-0318

In construction, a spike is a steel object that is essen-
tial to making a building strong.  As in construction, 
the HBA of West Florida sees a Spike as someone 
that works to keep our association strong.  Spikes 
work on the recruitment and retention of members 
in addition to keeping members active with the 
association.  Anyone is eligible for Spike status.  
On Spike credit is awarded for each new member 
recruited and an additional credit is awarded for that 
new member’s renewal on or before their anniversary 
date.  If you help to retain a member, you are eligible 
to receive a half point for each member.  

Spike Club Levels
Spike Candidate  1-5 credits
Blue Spike  6-24
Life Spike  25-49
Green Spike  50-99
Red Spike  100-149
Royal Spike  150-249
Super Spike  250-499
Statesman Spike  500-999
Grand Spike  1000-1499
All-Time Big Spike 1500+

Spike Club Members and their credits 
as of 09/01/2013

Statesman Spike  500 Credits
Harold Logan  505.5

Super Spike  250 Credits
Rod Hurston  406.5
Jack McCombs  280.5

Royal Spike  150 Credits
Mike Blanton  213
Ron Anderson  200
Edwin Henry  195.5
Rick Sprague  193
Carlton Bowers  160.5
Bob Boccanfuso  160.5
Betty Evans  153.5

Red Spike  100 Credits
Thomas Kennedy  145
Alan Brock  131.5
Collier Merrill  129
Lee Magaha  126.5

YOUR AD HERE!
Business Card Sized Ads

(ad will be actual size of this promo)

Contact Us For Special  
Promotional Rates

Richard Nicholson  
561.843.5857 / rknichent@aol.com



November 2013 • www.westfloridabuilders.com 23



Home Builders Association of West Florida • November 201324


