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ey e President’s

THE MARK WITH A PENSACOLA Message
ENERGYCOMEORT PLUS NATURAL

GAS AMERICAN DREAM HOME

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Home Builders
Association (HBA), it my pleasure to welcome you to the
58th annual Parade of Homes.

Every spring, Northwest Florida builders are working hard and putting the finish-
ing touches on each Parade home. When I drive through a subdivision, it is great to
see all the trades working on homes. From electricians and plumbers to framers and
roofers, jobs are being created with each home making a significant economic impact
to our region.

I encourage you to visit the 49 homes scattered throughout N\ : ¢
Escambia and Santa Rosa counties. The Parade of Homes is \
brought to you by the HBA, Westerheim Properties, Hunting- \ ’

ton Creek, Pensacola Energy, Pensacola News Journal, Pensacola
Media Solutions, WEAR TV 3, WFGX My TV

35, COX Communications, NASH 102.7 and Soft
Rock54.1 PARADE OF HOMES

This year’s Parade is set for May 6 — May 14, with HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF WEST FLORIDA

weekend hours from 12:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m., and
weekdays 3:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

Make sure to visit the Central Site of the
beautiful gated community of Huntington Creek
located on Mobile Highway just east of Beulah Road
and minutes from shopping malls, schools, I-10, and
downtown Pensacola.

Surrounded by horse trails and majestic oak trees,
Huntington Creek merges luxury living with a country
charm. Huntington Creek is the perfect setting for

the ever-popular American Dream Home, which is a
Pensacola Energy Comfort Plus Natural Gas home. I
am truly thankful of the work of Thomas and Jennifer
Westerheim of Westerheim Properties. They have
done a wonderful job with the coordination and con-
struction of the Dream Home. Also, I appreciate the
assistance of the fine professionals at Pensacola Energy.
Pensacola Energy Marketing Manager Jill Grove and
her team did a remarkable job. In addition, thank you
to the many businesses who donated either services or
materials to the Dream Home. We could not do

this without you.

more “American Dream Home” page 6
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

WESTERHEIM PROPERTIES HITS THE MARK “Special thank
WITH A PENSACOLA ENERGYCOMEORT PLUS pecial thanks
NATURAL GAS AMERICAN DREAM HOME o s (e

continued from page 5

builders who

I am thankful for the help of our HBA Legal Counsel Steve Moorhead of McDon-
ald, Fleming, Moorhead, LLP for his guidance during this process. h ave en t-e re d

Special thanks the home builders who have entered homes into the Parade including 0

Aberfeldy Home Construction, Acorn Fine Homes, Adams Homes, Avant-Price h omes in t 0 the
Builders Group, Classic Homes of Pensacola, Craftsman Homes, D.R. Horton,

DSLD Homes, Flynn Built, Henry Company Homes, Holiday Builders, Arthur Pa ra d e... »
Rutenberg Homes, KW Homes, Mitchell Residential, Paragon Custom Home

Group, Ricky Wiggins Builders, Timberland Contractors, WCI Communities and

Westerheim Properties.

In closing, there’s never been a better time to buy a home with historically low
interest rates. Whether you are a potential home buyer or home builder, the Parade ‘
of Homes™ has something for everyone. ' L\

PARADE OF HOMES

For more information go to www.ParadeofHHomesPensacola.com.

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF WEST FLORIDA

Thank You to our 2017 Parade
of Homes Sponsors!

N PENSACOLAJ

PensacolaNewsJournal.com FM102.7

EREINISUNCIOIE

Custom Homes
Renovations - Sales

WEAR HONMERRAGARDEN|

coz//( MEDIASOLUTIONS
@ ot A GANMETT COMPANY
Today's Soft Rock f PE!\\! SACOLA I_B

Gdg) QFv¥ee: EHBA

Home Builders Association of West Florida

J
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COVER STORY

THE AMERICAN DREAM HOME
OFFERS DESIGN, INNOVATION,

LUXURY AND TECHNOLOGY
from page 7

Dream Home Builder, Thomas Westerheim, of Wester-
heim Properties, is pleased with the overall design and function-
ality of the floor plan. “I truly enjoy spending time with my family
and friends at home,” said Westerheim. “I believe the Dream
Home captures the essence of being with family and friends, and
living comfortably whether youre entertaining inside or outside.
It has been an exciting project and I'm thankful for all the people
who played key roles in making this home a reality.”

The Dream Home design is a collaboration between
Westerheim and John Hattaway of Hattaway Home Design. The
home is 3,510 square-feet of spacious living with four bedrooms
and four bathrooms. Equally impressive is the spacious multi-
purpose room that easily could be converted to a family game
room, or the place to be on college football Saturdays. Adjacent
to this multi-purpose room is the added convenience of a wet bar.

With a bold design of a 9/12 roof pitch, the Dream
Home incorporates IKO Armourshake Chalet Wood Roofing di-
mensional shingles. The beautiful exterior is complimented with
warm cultured stone by Boral that blends nicely with three side
entry Wayne Dalton Carriage Style garage doors. The natural gas
lanterns at the front entrance with down lighting on the exterior,
offers a welcoming focal point and view.

The home, designed for family needs and gracious
entertaining, features 9, 11,12 and 13 foot ceilings throughout
with specialty ceilings in the dining room and master bedroom.
Designer and recessed lighting accentuates multiple areas show-
casing its beautiful wood floors, ceramic tile, carpet and decora-
tive shower tiles. Adding to the warm atmosphere of the home
is a natural gas fireplace, with high definition logs, providing a
realistic flame and glow in the living room and the spacious lanai.

The gourmet kitchen, designed by West Florida Cabi-

nets, is accentuated with elegant engineered Calacatta Classique

8 Home Builders Association of West Florida | May 2017

“Q” quartz countertops provided by Emerald Coast Granite, Tile
& Glass that exude class and functionality. The kitchen’s inviting
wine and coffee bar is accented with under-the-counter lighting
for a warm an elegant experience. The home is equipped with a
natural gas 36 inch Jen-Air cooktop, French door refrigerator,
dishwasher, and microwave that add to the overall ambiance. A
spacious pantry, complete with shelving from Alpha Closets, is
convenient to a kitchen prep area.

For an oasis of tranquility, the master bath is complete
with an inviting free standing tub. The Moen shower head in
the walk-in shower cascades endless hot water from the tankless
natural gas water heater.

“The Pensacola Energy Comfort Plus features are
designed to save money and reduce energy consumption, said
Marketing Manager Jill Grove, of Pensacola Energy. “This has
been an exciting project for our team of professionals who were
involved in the planning before construction began. We made
significant recommendations to develop a customized energy-fea-
ture package that will benefit the homeowner for years to come.”
Included as part of the latest advancement in energy-efficient
building are two Rinnai tankless natural gas water heaters that
has new Wi-fi capability and built-in recirculation. Northwest
Florida A/C installed a state-of-the art Carrier Infinity 18VS
Heat Pump with variable speed technology that uses a sophis-
ticated internal control system that is paired with the Infinity
Touch control and an Infinity natural gas furnace. This unit
senses indoor and outdoor conditions and adjusts comfort levels
accordingly. The home is also equipped with innovative Ply Gem
impact resistant windows reduce energy costs, protect homes
against weather and intruders, enhance beauty, and eliminate
noise. Within seconds of an outage, a Patented Symphony II
Power Management System by Briggs & Stratton automatic
natural gas home generator, provided by Seville Power Equip-
ment, powers the Dream Home, including critical hard-wired
systems like AC, heat, security systems, TV’s, computers and ap-
pliances. Moreover, Coastal Insulation’s open cell foam and BIBS
insulation add to the energy efficiency of the home.

Professionally installed by homeNetservice, LLC, the
Dream Home incorporates URC Total Control Automation, the
very latest in home automation, with a cutting-edge system that
controls the thermostat, security cameras, home lighting, sur-



round sound and home wide audio system via on-site or remotely
by a smart phone or tablet.

Huntington Creek is located on Mobile Highway just
east of Beulah Road and minutes from shopping malls, schools,
1-10, and downtown Pensacola.

The Parade of Homes™ has been a popular attraction
since its start in 1958 and is brought to you by the Home Build-
ers Association of West Florida and is sponsored by Westerheim
Properties, Huntington Creek, Pensacola Energy, Pensacola News
Journal, PNJ Media Solutions, WEARTV 3, WFGX My TV 35,
COX Communications, NASH 102.7 and Soft Rock 94.1. Dates:
May 6 - 14 with weekend hours from 12:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m., and
weekdays 3:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

Go to www.ParadeofHomesPensacola.com for more
information of maps, homes, floor plans and amenities.

See the American Dream Home, which is
Pensacola Energy Comfort Plus Natural Gas
Home, built by Thomas Westerheim of
Westerheim Properties, at the gated
community of Huntington Creek.

WHAT: 2017 Parade of Homes
WHEN: May 6 — May 14
WHERE: Homes throughout Escambia

and Santa Rosa Counties

CENTRAL SITE: Huntington Creek featuring
the American Dream Home

MORE INFO: www.ParadeofHomesPensacola.com

UNIQUE ELEVATION
* 9/12 Roof Pitch
* Boral Stone and Brick to Compliment Plan Design
* 3-Car Side Entry Wayne Dalton Carriage Style Garage
Doors & Openers
* IKO Armourshake Chalet Wood Roofing Dimensional Shingles

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
* One Year Builder/Ten Year Bonded Builder Warranty

ENERGY EFFICIENT
* Pensacola Energy Comfort Plus Home
* Open Cell Foam in Attic and BIBS Wall Insulation
* Ply Gem Impact Resistant Windows
* Carrier Infinity 18VS Heat Pump with variable speed technology
* Two Rinnai Tankless Natural Gas Water Heaters with
Wi-Fi Capability and built-in recirculation.
* Indoor and Outdoor Natural Gas Fireplaces
* Patented Symphony II Power Management System by
Briggs & Stratton Automatic Home Generator

AMENITIES

* Floor Plan Designed for Family Needs and Gracious Indoor and
Outdoor Entertaining

* 3,510 Square Feet. Four Bedroom, Four Bathrooms and a
Spacious Multi-Purpose Room

* Nine, 11, 12 and 13 Foot Ceilings Throughout w/ Specialty Ceilings
in Dining Room and Master Bedroom

* Large Master Closet with Custom Shelving and Island with Chandelier

* Coat and Shoe Station in Master Bedroom

* All Closets Have Custom Shelving Built-In

* Designer Lighting Package with Recessed Lighting in Multiple
Areas and Under Counter Lighting in Kitchen

* Natural Gas Lanterns throughout the home including Front Entrance.
Down Lighting on Exterior of Home

* URC Total Control Automation System Controlling on Site and
Remotely Climate, Power Front Door Lock, Security Camera, Lights,
Surround Sound and House Wide Audio System. Full HD Cable
with DVR.

* Private porch off guest bedrooms with paver and entertaining space

* Large Glass Sliders that Open to Lanai

* Indoor and Outdoor Natural Gas Vent Fireplaces

* Outdoor Kitchen with Stainless Steel Natural Gas Grill, Sink
and Refrigerator

* Crown Molding and Cased Windows in Many Areas with Decorative
Baseboard and Casing Throughout

* Tile in Wet Areas, Hardwood Flooring, Quality Carpet

* Gourmet Kitchen with Custom Cabinets, Soft Close Drawers and
Elegant Engineered Calacatta Classique “Q” Quartz Countertops

* Spacious Pantry Convenient to Kitchen Prep Area

* Jen-Air kitchen appliances including Natural Gas range, French Door
Refrigerator, Dishwasher, and Microwave

* Inviting Wine and Coffee Bar

* Master Bath with Stand Alone Tub, Moen Faucets, Tile Walk-In
Shower, Traditional Style Vanity Cabinet

* Master Suite with Oversized Walk-In Closet and Built-Ins

* Large Laundry Room designed for Front Load Washer and Natural
Gas Dryer

* Natural Gas piping to all Indoor and Outdoor Natural Gas Appliances

* 3 Car Garage, Fully Finished with Painted Walls, Ceilings, Baseboard
and Floors

* Prestige Model, Rainbow Attic Stair for Easy Attic Access

* Iron Doors Unlimited Front Entry Door

* Alarm system

* Deluxe Landscaping Package w/ Sprinkler System

* Natural Gas Fireplace on Lanai

* Fenced in Yard

[

\

Home Builders Association of West Florida
American Dream Home,
a Pensacola Energy Comfort Plus Home
Built by Thomas Westerheim of Westerheim Properties, Inc.
Huntington Creek
5996 Hunting Creek Blvd.

Pensacola, FL 32526
NG J

June 2017

RKNICHOLSON.COM
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2017 AMERICAN
DREAM HOME

Appreciates Its Donors

The Home Builders Association of West Florida and
Classic Homes of Pensacola, LL.C, would like to thank
the business who contributed to the overall success of the
Dream Home. If you see something you like, just find the
item on the below list and contact the donating company.
Tell them you saw their product or service at the Dream

Home ... and you want the same for your home.

PLATINUM

Westerheim Properties, Inc.
Thomas & Jennifer Westerheim
3108 Brittany Court

Pensacola, FL. 32504
850-497-2980
westerheimproperties.com
Donation: Dream Home Builder

Huntington Creek Development
Hemmer Consulting, LLC
Developer

Fred Hemmer, President

1604 E Jackson St

Pensacola, FL 32501
813-299-9855
huntingtoncreek.com
Donation: Huntington Creek
Developer

Pensacola Energ

Don Suarez and Jill Grove
1625 Atwood Drive
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-436-5050
pensacolaenergy.com
Donation: Outdoor Rinnai
Natural Gas Tankless Water
Heater, Natural Gas Piping,
Marketing, Natural Gas
Appliance Installations

GOLD

ABC Supply

IKO Roogng Products
Chris Tate

3100 N Palafox St
Pensacola, FL. 32504
850-435-1536
abcesupply.com

iko.com

Donation: IKO Armourshake
Chalet Wood Roofing Shingles/
Materials

Alpha Closets

Leslie Halsall

6084 Gulf Breeze Parkway,
Unit C

Gulf Breeze, FL 32563
850-934-9130
alphaclosets.com
Donation: Closets, Pantry,
Shelving

American Concrete

Billy Campbell / Donnie Shear
2866 Hwy 95A North
Cantonment, FL. 32533
850-477-0222

Donation: Concrete, Foundation,
Footings, Driveway, Sidewalks

Coastal Insulation

Bill Morrell

8006 Pittman Ave

Pensacola, FL 32534
850-476-7778
truteam.com/coastalpensacola
Donation: Foam and BIBS
Insulation, Insulation Materials
Wayne Dalton Garage Doors/
Two Natural Gas Fireplaces

Emerald Coast Granite,

Tile & Glass

Robert and Tanya Underwood
3700 N. Palafox St.

Pensacola, FL 32505
850-437-0747
emeraldcoastgranite.com
Donation: Engineered Quartz/
Granite Countertops/ Mirrors
and Shower Enclosures

Mobile Lumber

Bill Daniel

8960 Waring Road

Pensacola, FL, 32535
850-494-2534
mobilelumber.com

Donation: Interior Trim Materials

10 Home Builders Association of West Florida | May 2018

McCain Sales Company
Rinnai America Corp.
Mike Smith

4908 Cahaba River Road
Suite 208

Birmingham, AL 35243
251-786-5166
meccainsales.com
Donation: Rinnai Tankless
Natural Gas Water Heater with
New Wi-Fi Capability and

Built-in Recirculation

Northwest Florida A/C

Hugh Patroni

4532 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526
850-455-0590

Donation: Carrier Infinity 18VS§
Heat Pump/Natural Gas Furnace
with variable speed technology

Rinnai America Corp.

Mike Peacock

103 International Dr.
Peachtree City, GA 30269
678-829-1700

rinnai.us

Donation: Rinnai Tankless
Natural Gas Water Heater with
New Wi-Fi Capability and

Built-in Recirculation

Seville Power Equipment
Jim Brazil

2601 N 12th Ave
Pensacola, FL. 32503
850-432-8856
sevillepower.com

Donation: Briggs & Stratton
Patented Symphony 11
Power Management System
Automatic Natural Gas Home
Generator

West Florida Cabinets
Herb Smith

3301 McLemore Road
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-474-3986
westflcabinets.com
Donation: Custom Cabinetry/
Design/Installation

SILVER

Amore Plumbing Company
Gary Johnson

3752 Gardenview Road
Pace, FL 32571

850-994-8814
Donation: Plumbing Labor

Builders FirstSource
Brian Richardson

1500 W. Main Street
Pensacola, FL. 32502
850-432-1421

bldr.com

Donation: Trusses/Ply Gem
Windows/Doors

CORT

Nate Spitsbergen

3892 N Davis Hwy.
Pensacola FL 32503
850.432.0675

cort.com

Donation: Home Furnishings/
Merchandising

Ferguson Enterprises

]anr%zlll Boyd P

8813 Grow Dr.

Pensacola, FLL 32514-7057
850-484-8202

ferguson.com

Donation: Jenn-Air Appliances/
Plumbing Materials

Gateway Lighting and Fans
Duane Nisewonger

3150 S. Hwy 95 A
Cantonment, FL 32533
850-478-3737
gatewaylighting.com
Donation: Lighting/Natural Gas
Lights/Lanterns

Gene’s Floor Covering
Gary and Cindy Sluder
4021 Navy Blvd.

Pensacola, FL 32507
850-456-3360
genesflooring.com
Donation: Flooring Package/
Labor

Hattaway Home Design
John Hattaway

3450 River Oaks Lane
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-324-4401
www.hattawayhomes.com
Donation: Dream Home Design

homeNETservices, LLC
Bruce Lindsay

2025 Dovefield Drive
Pensacola, FL. 32534
850-725-9860
homenetservice.com
Donation: URC Total Control
Automation Lighting, Surround
Sound, Multi-Room Audio,
Integration

REW Materials

Bill Batting

8040 N. Palafox Street
Pensacola, FL. 32534
850-471-6291
rewnateruaks.com

Donation: Drywall, Metal Lath

more
“Dream Home Donors”
page 15
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TOP 10 REASONS TO DO BUSINESS WITH AN ACTIVE ASSOCIATE MEMBER

l. They support the industry at the
local, state and national levels.

2. They volunteer time, talent and
treasure to help the association
accomplish its goals.

3. They recruit their colleagues &

business contacts to become members.

4. They serve on committees and
councils gaining valuable networking
opportunity while helping to advance
the association’s mission.

5. By doing so, you increase the value
proposition for all membership 1n our
HBA.

6. They are strong supporters of
local and state PACs and BUILD-PAC.

12 Home Builders Association of West Florida | May 2017

7. They are a major source of non-
dues revenue through sponsorships,
advertising, etc.

8. As industry partners, they are a
valuable resource for business and
management tips.

9. They are heavily invested In your
business success: You win, they win!

10. Why wouldn't you do business with
3 member?




NEXT CORNERSTONE ISSUE

To advertise, contact Richard Nicholson
561.843.5857 | rknichent@aol.com

RKNICHOLSON.COM
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The Workshop will be two hours long, and has been approved for two Continuing Education
Units (CEUs) by the construction industry licensing board (CILB Course No. 0612103). Lunch
will also be provided by Pensacola Energy.

When: May 18th;
Where: Pensacola Energy Offices, 1625 Atwood Dr. Pensacola, FL 32514

14 Home Builders Association of West Florida | May 2017
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2017 AMERICAN DREAM
HOME SPONSORS

from page 10

Swift Supply Compan

Rick Levgi}s) Y pany
7405 A North Palafox Street
Pensacola, FL. 32503
850-477-1488
swiftsupply.com

Donation: Block/Mortar/
Footers/Slab Steel/Materials

Williamson Electric
Jayer Williamson

4063 Avalon Blvd.
Milton, FL 32583
850-623-0282

Donation: Electrical Labor,
Materials

W. R. Taylor

Boral USA

Dwayne Watson

17 Manresa Street

Pensacola, FL 32502
850-432-6163
southalabamabrick.com
Donation: Brick, Stone, Mortar

BRONZE

Acme Brick Tile & Stone

Pat Kozma

185 Lurton Street

Pensacola, FL 32505
850-434-0166
acmebricktileandstone.com
irondoorsunlimited.com
Donation: Iron Doors Unlimited
Front Entry Door

American Alarm and Audio
Anthony Baile

5177 Stewart St.

Milton, FL 32570
850-626-8716
ameralarm.com

Donation: Home Security and
Automation

Architectural Concrete
Designs

Neil Brown

1700 S Hwy 97
Cantonment, FL 32533
850-572-4687

Donation: Overlay Flooring
Design Garage and Porch

Bonded Builders Home
Warranty
Doug Wenzel

bondedbuilders.com

(866) 440-7271

Containers, Inc.

Tim Parker

P.O.Box 6115

Pensacola, FL. 32503
850-471-2964
FLcontainers.com
Donation: Dumpster, Portable
Toilet

Diaz Stucco

Miguel Diaz

11959 Barin Field Road
Foley, AL 36535
251-269-8735

Donation: Stucco Labor

Emerald Coast Real Estate
Photography

Jason and Erin Parker

2725 De Luna Way

Milton, FL. 32583

850- 776-7227
emeraldcoastrealestatephotog-
raphy.com

Donation: Professional

Photography

Interior/Exterior Building
Supply, L.P.

John L. Millican

3331 McLemore Dr.
Pensacola, FL. 32514
850-262-8044
interiorexterior.net

Donation: James Hardie Siding/
Materials

James Hardie Building
Products

Jesse Patrick

850-261-5967

Donation: James Hardie Siding/
Materials

J&M Dozer Service, Inc.
John Godwin

801 W. Bogia Rd.
McDavid, FL 32568
850-516-6907

Donation: Land Clearing

Live Oak Landscape
Richard Knowles

9570 Pine Cone Dr.
Cantonment, FL 32533
850-478-2323

Donation: Landscaping/Lawn
Materials

Moen

Russell Adams
850-572-5955

moen.com

Donation: Sinks and Fixtures

Panhandle Garage Doors, Inc
Mark Marcilliat

4333 Avalon Blvd

Milton, FL 32583
850-476-3367
pensacoladoors.com

Donation: Prestige Model,
Rainbow Attic Stairs

Pittman Drywall

Buddy Pittrl;ly:;’l

8700 Fowler Avenue, Lot 8
Pensacola, FL 32534
850-324-2492

Donation: Drywall Labor

Sherwin-Williams

Gus Uebelsteadt

313 E. Nine Mile Road
Pensacola, FL. 32514
850-232-0477
sherwin-williams.com
Donation: All Paint, Materials

Southern Brass

Lisa Denham

330 Park Ave. S.

Mobile, AL 36695

(251) 776-4338
southernbrass.com

Donation: Schlage Door Locks/

Hardware

Southern Site & Utility
Design

Alan Miller

5318 Stewart Street
Milton, FL 32570
850-623-9493
Donation: Dream Home
Engineering

The Painting LuLu
5676 Jones Street
Milton, FL 32570
850-380-4988

Donation: Painting Labor

FRIENDS

Alley Apple Masonr
Alle})f, Aggle Y
5340 Crystal Creek Dr.
Pace, FL 32571
850-384-6844
Donation: Brick Labor

Chris Ford, Inc.

Chris Ford

3011 Wallace Lake Road
Milton, FL 32571
850-712-4522

Donation: Vinyl Soffits/Labor

McDonald Fleming Moorhead
Stephen Moorhead

127 S. Palafox, Suite 500
Pensacola, FL. 32502
850-477-0660
pensacolalaw.com

Donation: Legal and Closing

Services

Pinch A Penny

Cyndi Delcher

8090 N. 9th Avenue
Pensacola, FL 32514
http://store.pinchapenny.com
850-484-3631

Donation: Patio Furnishings

Ruben Surveying & Mapping
Ronald Ruben

1179 Gulf Breeze Pkwy., Ste. 6
Gulf Breeze, FL 32561
850-916-7382
rubensurveying.com

Donation: Slab Survey/Lot
Survey

Sears Commercial Sales
Vicki Kitchens

1769 Snapdragon Dr.
Navarre, FL 32566

850 316-5584
searscommercial.com
Donation: Natural Gas
Outdoor Grill

PARADE OF HOMES
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FHBA NEWS

Building Code Bunk
Clouds Real Issue

Strong building codes matter. Florida learned this the hard
way from Hurricane Andrew, and has since made its building

code the strongest in the nation. But building code changes injected by special
interest groups and rapidly churned-out code books threaten our state’s ability to keep its
code the gold standard for safety and customization.

Good changes are afoot -- policy solutions being discussed in the Florida Legisla-
ture would help Florida to be the master of its own, superior building codes. But some are out
to confuse you, suggesting that the policies being considered would diminish home building
safety or prevent innovations. These claims are flat out false, disappointing, and the special
interests behind the bunk need to be called out.

The Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH), along with “Floridians for Safe
BY JEREMY STEWART Communities,” which was produced as a front organization against improvements to Florida’s
building code policy, are using fear mongering to confuse the issue. Their use of death and
destruction to cloud the conversation is a new low.

What is true? Florida upholds the strongest building codes in the nation to help
prevent the tragic loss of life we saw in Andrew’s aftermath. And right now, Florida is re-
quired to take up a new edition of its building code “rule book” every three years via the ICC
(International Code Council). The problem with this: It takes a year to fully digest all the
code changes, requiring marketing planning and building strategy changes. Once those are
confirmed, we move to an entirely new code. It is difficult for contractors and inspectors to
keep up. And the vast majority of these changes have little to do with building integrity.

Two solutions are being considered: One would flip the presumption that Florida
“’Fl or l' d a must start from scratch every three years, and would allow Florida to simply amend / add

onto its own already strong, existing state code. Can you imagine the Florida Legislature wip-
ing all statutes clean every three years and starting from scratch based on national rules? Then
U p h 0 l d S th e having to amen.d then.l to customize them for our state? '.That’? wha.t we.’re currently required

to do with Florida building codes and hope to change with this legislation.
Another option would change the current three-year cycle to a five-year cycle, mak-

S t r Ong es t ing the process of C(I))de—making moregtransparent, with thz timg this process ﬁeser\is in order
. . to review and learn about everything going into new and remodeled homes.
b Ul l d in g CO d es Either would only improve Florida’s ability to strengthen its building code.

Safe homes are built with the understanding, compliance, and enforcement of
relevant standard and state-specific codes. Not in the creation of unnecessary codes through
out-of-state intrusion. Florida home builders work with families every day, and they’re mak-
ing commitments to safe structures. The reality is that strong homes are built through the

to help preve nt adherence to code via continuing education and training, and through inspections -- not

necessarily redoing the codes as frequently as possible.

Jeremy Stewart is the President of

Florida Home Builders Association
and is the owner of Jeremy Stewart
Construction in Crestview, Florida.

in the nation

o Inefficient code practice is also costly to homeowners. Keeping up with rapidl
th e tr ag 76 l (AN changing codes, often unrrl)ecessary and addedyby special interests, trIi)cklges Sown to Eomye buy-
. ers. For every $1,000 increase in the price of a new affordable home in Florida, the number of
Of l l‘f e we saw households priced out of the market ranges from 21,037 to 22,974 households. Without bill
passage, this could mean huge impacts on Florida’s lower-income families and single-family
homes.

in Andrew’s

With a policy change, some ICC codes would not be in the Florida code, but noth-
ing that would sacrifice safety. What would be axed are things that are unnecessary and only
aﬁe’/'m a t . ” in there for special interest reasons. Which is why opponents are vendors in the process who

manufacture items installed in homes, not those who shake hands with the consumer at end
of the day.

Why then, would the ICC and its special-interest followers be pushing for the rapid
code changes? Pages of reasons. The ICC publishes and sells copyrighted code books -- fre-
quent code changes mean more books printed and sold. With around 65,000 contractors/spe-
cialists in Florida, that’s some good math in favor of ICC profits in the state of Florida alone.

The only thing shaky is the bunk from special interest groups. Let’s keep Florida

safe and allow our state to be the master of its own, superior building codes.

est Florida | May 2017
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How Not to
Lose the Trades

You Have

Finding skilled tradesmen has become in-
creasingly difficult. So the last thing a builder
wants to do is anything that might damage
relations with the trades they currently do
business with.

“Consistent, detailed communication is key,” says Scott Paige, vice
president of operations for Mattamy Homes’ U.S. Group. “Our
trades manage their workflow based on the communication we
have with them, and at the end of the day if we aren’t commu-
nicating with them on the [same] level of how we communicate
with our internal employees, we’re doing [those trades] a huge
disservice.”

To find areas where it could improve, Mattamy Homes recently
created a trades council within each of its seven divisions across
the U.S. Each of the councils has as many as seven members
representing the various trades whom Mattamy works with on a
regular basis.

The councils hold monthly meetings to discuss their various proj-
ects — what’s going well and what, if anything, Mattamy should
improve. Council presidents then share that feedback with their
Mattamy representative each quarter.

“We know there’s always room for improvement, and there’s no
better way to find out how than to ask our trades directly,” Paige
says. “Sure, we already know about many of the things they tell us,
but it shows the trades that we're listening and want to continual-
ly improve. We'll follow up with them later on to tell them about
the changes we're making, and we think that goes a long way.”

Strong two-way communication is just one of the key areas to
focus on. Paige also notes a few others to help strengthen ties
with trades:

* Pay them on time, every time. That one should be obvious. If,
for example, you are continually delayed in adjusting purchase or-
ders when changes occur, the time it takes to re-issue a corrected
purchase order is costing both parties money. Over time, those
little things can add up to real dollars.

* Understand your trades’ work capacity. They need to know as

18 Home Builders Association of West Florida | May 2017

early as possible which jobs and how many will be coming up.
And you need to know realistically what can be accomplished
within a specified time frame. Together, you are creating a mini
business plan because each of you depends upon the other to
succeed.

* Above all, focus on job readiness. Consistently having the
jobsite prepped and the materials ready in advance will give your
trades the confidence to send their best crews. Having the site
ready allows them to do their job more efficiently, and helps to
ensure the project — and the others that are currently or soon to
be underway — stay on schedule.

Courtesy of NAHBnow.com
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FEATURE STORY

Keeping up with Technology

Low Voltage Cabling

By Bruce Linpsay

When it comes to low-voltage wiring in mod-
ern homes, is there a right or wrong way to

install it? Of course, the answer is yes. Should
the builder care? Again, the answer is yes. What is at stake is
the same thing that is at stake for everything put into the home:
customer satisfaction.

Let’s discuss three methodologies used to wire new homes for
low-voltage cabling—setting aside the questions regarding code.
There are plenty of ideas in the low-voltage community about
installing various types of wire and cable. Alarm cabling is not
included in this discussion since it is normally for power or
signal edge detection. But when it comes to networking or video
cabling, the signal quality is of supreme importance.

Method number one: Get the cable off the ceiling joists. Electri-
cians pull Romex® across the ceiling joist because the cable is
more rugged and its properties less affected by people walking
on it. Not so with coaxial cable or category (Cat) cable. Coaxial
cable performance is altered when compressed or sharply bent.
Category cable relies heavily on the number of twists per inch for
performance and has a small wire size, so it is not very rugged.
Both cable types should be placed in D-rings or conduit above
the ceiling joist level to avoid being stepped on.

20 Home Builders Association of West Florida | May 2017

Method number two: All low-voltage cable, whether coaxial or
category, should be pulled to a central location inside the home
unless it is for a specific use. Pulling Cat and video cables to the
outside demarcation point has a huge downside. After the home
is built, and the cable finally used, is the wrong time to find out it
is defective. If all network and video cables come to an enclosure
in the home, replacing a bad cable is far easier. Another method is
to pull one-inch conduit from the attic to the demarcation point
to facilitate replacement or future growth of the service entrance
cables. Typically, pulling two coax and two Cat cables from the
enclosure to the demarcation point is sufficient. This gives the
service provider plenty of options when connecting service.

Method number three: No one is asking for a hard telephone line.
Truth is, pulling a Cat cable in and hopscotching from outlet to
outlet for telephone service is a waste of money. Pulling category
cable to each room and home running them to an enclosure,
ensures that each cable can be used for a phone line, network,

or both. Which makes more sense, a cable that can only be used
for a phone line or a cable that can accommodate a phone line
or a network connection? The telecom world is rapidly retreat-
ing from the traditional copper pair for phone lines. It would be
smart economics to step into the twenty-first century and cable
homes for what the people want and need the most: technology.
And technology needs low-voltage wiring.

As our industry rapidly advances to smart-home technology,
meeting the needs of the homeowner by providing the foundation
for technology in new homes are essential. Furthermore, the need
to be mindful of changing technology trends is critical to pro-
viding what the home owner wants. The smart money is on the
diverse uses of low-voltage cabling like category and coax cable,
but proper methods must be observed to realize its potential.
Opening a discussion with the low-voltage team to determine
what is being done right or wrong is the best way to stay on top
of the residential housing market.

HBA Member Bruce Lindsay is President of homeNE Tservices, LLC
and can be reached at 850-725-9860 / www. homenetservice.com
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NEW MEMBERS FOR BOARD APPROVAL

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

TaaNk YOU
For RENEWING

Builders

Bill Walter Construction, Inc.

J. Miller Construction Inc.

DSLD Homes Florida, LLC

Sprague Construction Co.

Mayo Construction & Design, Inc.
MSC of NWE, Inc.

Ellzey Construction Co. Inc.

Landmark Construction Enterprises Inc.

Panhandle Homes, Inc.

Associates
Premier Termite & Pest Control, LL.C

Associates Nelson Electrical C‘ontractors Inc.
American Mortgage Service Company Gulf Breeze Plumbing

Shelia Billingham Home Mortgage of America

551 Creighton Rd., Suite C102 Legacy Cabinets

Pensacola, FL. 32504
P: 850-403-4050

ZRIHBA

Building & Supply Center, Inc.

F: 850-418-6923

Home Builders Association of West Florida

Northwest Florida A/C, LL.C

Boise Cascade

McMahon - Hadder Insurance, Inc

FOR FUTURE
UPCOMING
EVENTS, PLEASE
caLL THE HBA 561.613.2488
OFFICE AT

850.476.0318

Architectural Concepts International LLC
33 SW 12th Way, Boca Raton, FL 33486
Specializing in Car Wash Designs

Licenses: NCARB, Florida
AR-0007424, ID-0003692, CGC-008183

www.car-wash-architect.com | www.paintconceptsplus.com

Like us on Facebook'

Home Builders Associatio

‘%‘ (8
Tk Lllﬂ ,ﬂ,wm

v'Stayup-to-date on news and events
v'Have access to exclusive promotions and giveaways
¥'Check out pollsand fun facts on the page

of West Florida [ 5]

Have pictures from HBA events?
Share them with us!
Tag yourselfin our photos!

https://www.facebook.com/HBAWF

NEXT CORNERSTONE ISSUE

June 2017

To advertise, contact
Richard Nicholson
561.843.5857
rknichent@aol.com

RKNICHOLSON.COM

If you do business with previous
members, please give them a call
and reinforce the value of
membership as well as the
importance of

Members Doing Business
with Members.
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